
 

Autumn is a time of harvest for people and their gardens 
and for animals bringing in their winter food supply.  
Collecting seeds ensures a crop for next year that will 
result in a harvest.  How seeds travel determines where 
there will be a harvest in the year to come.  How far can 
they go? 

In this activity we will investigate different ways that 
seeds travel and make predictions of which might travel 
the farthest based on the method of dispersal. 

MATERIALS NEEDED: 

o Electric Fan 
o Large space clear of obstacles 
o Collection of seeds 
o Measuring tape 
o Recording device such as a whiteboard or pencil & 

paper 

PROCEDURE: 

1. Collect seeds 
a. Put socks on your hands and move through the 

landscape 
b. Take seeds off grass, milkweed, dandelions, etc 
c. Open pinecones and find the seeds 
d. Pick seeds up from ground 
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2. Set up the fan in a room where there is room to blow 
things around. 

3. Look at seeds and determine which will travel by: 
a. Ingestion – an animal eats it and passes it from 

body in a different location 
b. Taking a ride – a seed is stuck in an animal’s coat 

and travels until it is rubbed off or hair is lost 
c. Wind – the wind blows the seed 

4. Predict which seeds will travel the farthest when 
blown by a wind 

5. Start the fan 
6. Put a seed in front of the air being pushed by fan 
7. Measure how far from the fan the seed landed 
8. Check your results with your prediction chart, what 

did you predict correctly? 

This activity was adapted from one in Project Learning 
Tree.  I have included a page from PLT describing this 
activity. 
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