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GILPIN COUNTY
UPDATES
BY CLAIRE SKEEN, OFFICE ASSISTANT
The Extension office Is still closed until further notice,
and all Extension staff are working remotely.
Join us for a Wildfire Preparedness webinar!
May 26, 2020 12-1 pm
Dan Schroder, Summit County Extension Director and
Natural Resources Specialist, will discuss why we need to
prepare for wildfires, what are the risks? He will explain
and give examples of Important wildfire preparedness
strategies that homeowners in Gilpin, Jefferson, and
Clear Creek Counties can do around their home and
property to prepare for a wildfire.
This webinar will be recorded and made available on
Gilpin County Extension website. This webinar is free, but
you must register in advance at this link.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about how to join the webinar.
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NATIVE PLANTS & OTHER
FAVORITES FOR GILPIN COUNTY
GUIDE WRITTEN BY THE GILPIN MASTER GARDENERS
INTRODUCTION WRITTEN BY SANDY HOLLINGSWORTH, GILPIN MASTER GARDENER

For many years, CSU Extension Gilpin County has held a much-anticipated plant sale at
the Flea Market each June. The frenzy of shoppers waiting for the 9:00 sharp start time has
been an energetic, fun community gathering.
In light of Coronavirus, we offer our sincere wishes to you and your families who are
experiencing changes to your routines, lost jobs and health challenges. Our team of
gardeners decided to forego a plant sale to respect Coronavirus social distancing, safer at
home guidelines and squeezed budgets.
Each of us has compiled a short list or our favorite plants in three categories - perennials,
shrubs, and annuals. We hope you will find these lists helpful for your high elevation home
gardens.
Native plants can be purchased at Harlequin’s Nursery in Boulder, Sturtz & Copeland
Florist and Greenhouses in Boulder, McGuckin Hardware in Boulder, Echter's Nursery and
Garden Center in Denver, and Little Valley Wholesale Nursery online.
You can find the guide here: https://gilpin.extension.colostate.edu/programs/mtnhort/recommend/
If you have any questions about mountain horticulture or your garden this year, please
reach out to Gilpin CSU Extension, extension@gilpincounty.org
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NATIVE BEE WATCH
CITIZEN SCIENCE
BY LISA MASON, ARAPAHOE COUNTY EXTENSION
The Native Bee Watch Citizen Science program is now virtual! We are recruiting volunteers
in Colorado to collect and submit data on bees visiting backyard flowers. We are collecting
ecological data and social science data on adult learning.
Training:
Completing a three-hour virtual training session is required in order to be permitted to
collect and submit data.
2020 training date:Wednesday, May 27, 2:00-5:00pm
No prior experience is required to participate.
Register here: https://forms.gle/CURzdRo8P4T15Nok9. Zoom information will be emailed
to all participants after they register
If you can’t attend either training but want to participate,
email NativeBeeWatch@gmail.com. We are considering offering a recording of the
training.
Collecting and Submitting Data
At a minimum, we are asking volunteers to visit each flowering plant in their backyard
twice a month at minimum or for a maximum of once per week. They will set a timer and
observe each flowering plant for 2 minutes. During that two-minute period, they will record
any bees visiting the plant.
Electronic versions of a field guide and training materials are provided to each participant
for reference.
Continued engagement with citizen scientists will happen throughout the summer via
emails, newsletters, fielding questions, and possibly a private Facebook group to build
community among participants.
Data will be submitted via a phone app or desktop computer.
Email NativeBeeWatch@gmail.com for more information or register here.
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FRIEND OR FOE?
NAME THAT PLANT!
BY JENNIFER COOK, CSU GILPIN EXTENSION DIRECTOR

This is a good time to look for seedlings and practice identification of plants by their leaves,
rather than by their flower. The plants below are growing now in Gilpin County. Take a walk
in your yard or on a trail and see what you can find!
Test your plant knowledge. What is the name of the plant and is It a weed or native?
Answers are listed on page 6!
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NAME THAT PLANT
ANSWERS
The Weeds
A. Common Mullein is a weed. Rosettes
are popping up and this is the best time to
dig up the plant. If you wait, the taproot will
grow deep and be harder to dig. Look for
soft fuzzy leaves. Common mullein is a
biennial. The first year it produces a rosette,
then the next year, it will produce a stalk
with seeds, and then die. If your mullein
produces a stalk later this summer, cut the
seed head and bag it, so the seeds won’t
spread. More info here.
B. Dwarf Mistletoes are parasitic flowering
plants that grow on branches of lodgepoles,
ponderosa pines, Douglas firs and limber
pines in Gilpin County. Look for vibrant
green coloring on the branches. Mistletoe
can damage the tree host after a few years,
and make them more susceptible to other
pests and diseases.
Read CSU Extension fact sheet for
management options.
E. Scentless chamomile is an annual,
biennial, or short-lived perennial weed. It
has a shallow root system, which allows it to
be pulled or dug. Now is the time to start
looking for these seedlings. More info here.

The Natives
C. Wild Strawberry (Fragaria sp.) is a
native perennial plant that may already
be flowering! Look for this groundhugging plant in meadows and forest
openings.
D. Wild Geranium (Geranium
viscosissimum and Geranium
caespitosum)– Find this awesome
native in dry slopes, forest openings,
and meadows. It is a subshrub or
herbaceous perennial, look for the hairy
stems. If you find it, visit it again in a
few weeks to see its lovely flowers. In
the fall, the leaves turn red!
F. Pasque flower (Pulsatilla patens) is
already blooming here in Gilpin County!
Look for this beautiful native in open
and sunny meadows and rocky areas.
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KID'S CORNER: NATURE
JORNALING
BY KIRSTEN SPRINGER, CSU GILPIN EXTENSION STEM EDUCATOR

Take a walk outside with your pen and paper and let nature inspire you!

Getting Started:
1. Get a journal or you can use printer paper fastened together.
2. Close your eyes and when you open them use your macro widescreen lens to take in all
that is around you. Write down what you see.
3. Find something that catches your interest - tree, plant, wildflower, insect, rock, stream –
anything out there in nature.
4. Close your eyes again and when you open them, focus on your subject.
a. Use your senses and record your observations using descriptive words.
b. Draw a simple sketch
5. The next step, you can stay outdoors (where I prefer) or do it inside.
a. Take the descriptive words you used and organize them.
b. Write some poetry if you are inspired.
Blank verse. Blank verse is poetry written with a precise meter—almost always
iambic pentameter—that does not rhyme. Learn more about blank verse here.
Rhymed poetry. In contrast to blank verse, rhymed poems rhyme by definition,
although their scheme varies. Learn more about rhymed poetry here.
Free verse. Free verse poetry is poetry that lacks a consistent rhyme scheme,
metrical pattern, or musical form. Learn more about free verse here.
Haiku. A haiku is a three-line poetic form originating in Japan. The first line has five
syllables, the second line has seven syllables, and the third line again has five
syllables. Learn more about haiku here.
Pastoral poetry. A pastoral poem is one that concerns the natural world, rural life,
and landscapes. These poems have persevered from Ancient Greece (in the poetry of
Hesiod) to Ancient Rome (Virgil) to the present day (Gary Snyder). Learn more
about pastoral poetry here.
Ode. An ode is a tribute to its subject, or even sentient, as in John Keats’ “Ode on a
Grecian Urn”. Learn more about odes here.
Limerick. A limerick is a five-line poem that consists of a single stanza, an AABBA
rhyme scheme, and whose subject is a short, pithy tale or description. Learn more
about limericks here.
Acrostic – Using the letters of one word (see example below) in column, write words
in rows using those letters as the first letter of another descriptive word:
example - Tree: T-Tall R-Rigid E-Evergreen E-Elegant
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DESCRIPTIVE
JOURNALING
Using Your Senses to Inspire Descriptive Journaling

Touch – lets you determine the texture. For example, pay special attention to how the aspen
tree feels and be careful of those “sticky” spruces.
Smell – Take a deep breath in through your nose like a bear. Describe what you smell.
Some people say that Ponderosa Pines smell like butterscotch or vanilla, what do you think?
See – Look at the “big” picture, then close your eyes and when you open them concentrate
on one detail that catches your eye. For example, the bark texture on a tree.
Hear – Listen to the sounds of the outdoors. Is the breeze whishing through the branches?
At my house I hear hawk fledglings in their nest. Do you hear any birds?
Taste – only if you have a parent or adult caregiver with you, taste a little sap from a spruce
tree, it was used as gum in days not too long ago.
Feel – Take a deep breath and close your eyes. How does being out in nature make you
feel? Are you happy, peaceful, excited, cold, tired, etc.?
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THE CLOSER YOU
LOOK

