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GILPIN COUNTY
COVID-19 UPDATE
BY CLAIRE SKEEN
As of April 23, 2020, there is still only one confirmed case of
COVID-19 in Gilpin County. Please continue to monitor the Gilpin
County Sheriff's Facebook page and website for any new
information.
The next Gilpin County Virtual Town Hall will be on May 4th at
6:00pm. You can find information here:
https://stories.opengov.com/gilpincountyco/published/xUOjgcjGk?
fbclid=IwAR17Dmxm9TFJRj_oywuT5UhFUH-xrBC6-IVivd3ZAi9t589o7HpUkJCA18
On April 21st, the Gilpin County Commissioners made the decision
to close the Gilpin County Community Center through July 10,
2020. This closure includes all programs and camps. The Gilpin
County Fair, Fairground Frenzy, and July 4th Barn Dance were
also cancelled for 2020. You can read the full press release here:
https://www.gilpinrecreation.com/Community%20Center%20Press
%20Release%204_21.pdf
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BACKYARD CHICKENS
BY JENNIFER COOK
Raising backyard chickens can provide you with fresh eggs, pest control, and hours of
entertainment. Before you get started, it is important to learn about what chickens need to
be healthy and happy. Hens are productive egg layers for two to four years depending on
the breed. Depending on the breed, expect five eggs per week for the first two years, and
realize that egg production will decrease during the winter. Chickens molt once a year,
usually in the Fall. Roosters are not necessary unless you want the eggs to be fertile. The
trick to having consistent egg layers is simply meeting their food, water, and shelter needs.
Food and Water
Chickens need constant food and water supply. Water should be under 80 degrees
Fahrenheit and not frozen solid. Provide a free choice supply of complete LAYER feed which
will have extra calcium, 16-18% protein, and essential amino acids/vitamins/minerals. Also
feed ground oyster shells or ground egg shells for calcium if needed. Chickens will eat
kitchen scraps like veggies, fruit, meat, and dairy. They love grass clippings, bugs, seeds,
worms, and weeds. During cold weather, provide extra energy with “hen scratch” such as
corn or soy grains. Flax seed will provide omega-3’s when greens are not available. Alfalfa
hay can also be fed. Chickens have gizzards which are like secondary stomachs that help
them grind their food before digestion. This process requires chickens to swallow gritty
substances like gravel. If chickens to not have access to gravel in the chicken run, you can
purchase “grit.”
Sunlight and Soil
If you allow your chickens outdoor access, install chicken fence around your property and let
the chickens “free range” a few hours every day. If needed, clip their wings to keep them
from escaping. In the chicken run and coop area, shoot for at least 10 square feet per
chicken and make sure there is soil or sand because chickens like to take dirt baths to deter
mites.
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The Coop
Coops need to protect chickens from heat, sun, wind, extreme cold, and predators. Use
lots of high carbon litter like wood shavings, tree leaves and straw as bedding. The coop
should provide a place for the chickens to lay eggs and a place to roost. Wild chickens
roost in trees at night. To simulate tree limbs, build roosting bars four feet high and
accessible in the coop. Chickens are very docile and vulnerable at night. Make sure
predators like raccoon, fox, mountain lion, skunk, hawk, and coyote, are closed out.
Farm cats can stay in the coop at night to hunt mice, however cats will kill chicks.
Nesting boxes should not be directly under the roosting area because chickens poop a
lot at night. Nesting box sizes will vary by breed. An average size is 10” x 10” X 18” tall 12” X 12” X 18” tall with a 2” tall dam to hold bedding. Plan on one box per four or five
birds. Keep the boxes cleaned daily so your eggs will be clean.
Other Considerations
Labor – daily egg collection, feeding, and watering.
Smells – use high carbon litter to reduce manure smells.
Noise – hens make some noise when they lay an egg. Roosters crow anytime, day or
night. Tell your neighbors in advance if you expect noisy chickens.
Pathogens and Diseases – not much in a small flock. Don’t kiss the birds, and wash your
hands and equipment.
Disposal – How will you manage the older chickens which are no longer laying eggs?
Keep them, eat them, euthanize them according to local regulations, or donate old birds
to animal operations such as the Raptor Rehabilitation Center.
For more information:
Chickens in Your Backyard, A Beginner’s Guide by Rick and Gail Luttman
CSU Extension factsheet, “Home-Produced Chicken Eggs”
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/nutrition-food-safety-health/home-producedchicken-eggs-9-377/
CSU Veterinary Extension: Avian webpage
http://veterinaryextension.colostate.edu/menu2/avian.shtml
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Recorded Webinars (Take a class at home!)
Backyard Chickens
Backyard Chickens continue to grow in popularity across Colorado – but are they right
for your family? What does it take to start and maintain a flock at home? Join us for a
webinar focused on novice and interested backyard chicken owners. Recorded in 2019.
Topics include:
Preparing for Chickens
Housing and Feeding
Health & Safety of your Flock
Resources for Success
Link to recorded webinar: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=d7sHsJChd88&feature=youtu.be
Considerations for Raising Chickens in the Mountains
Presentation discusses egg management and regulations if you are thinking of selling
eggs. Other considerations for raising chickens in the mountains such as poultry breeds
that are cold hardy for Colorado’s mountains, predator control, feed, and heating.
Recorded in 2015.
Link to recorded webinar: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=roxRabHnUtE&feature=youtu.be

KID'S CORNER:THE
CHICKEN AND THE EGG
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BY KIRSTEN SPRINGER
What came first, the chicken or the egg?
This week we are going to learn about eggs, do some experiments, and then play with
chickens. So, I guess the eggs are coming first!
As there are some shortages of eggs in this time of Covid-19, ask your parents before
doing these experiments, as there is some chance of breakage.
For the first activity, you have to find a high spot, perhaps a stepladder with someone
spotting you. You will put the egg in some type of container (6 different times). Follow
these steps:
1. Choose your protective layer – a towel, a box, a plastic bottle, wrapping paper, etc.
2. Predict whether the egg will break or not break
3. Record the results after you drop it from your perch.Use the HUMPTY DUMPTY TABLE
TO RECORD YOUR RESULTS: https://gilpin.extension.colostate.edu/extensionconnection-newsletter/
THE EGGS-TRAORDINARY EGG
In this experiment you will dissect an egg and look at the parts from the inside. Use the
Eggs-traordinary Worksheet activity to dissect and explore your egg:
https://gilpin.extension.colostate.edu/extension-connection-newsletter/
The Disappearing Shell
1. Get an egg and put it in a cup
2. Get some white vinegar and cover the egg with vinegar
3. What is happening? Do you see bubbles?
4. Leave it for 4-5 days and observe it: does the residue collect and the shell peel away
5. The whole egg is intact and no shell!
You should now be able to see shell residue in the vinegar and the yolk whole in the egg
white. If you still see white residue on the egg you can rub this off lightly with you finger. I
tried to lift the whole egg out of the vinegar and broke the membrane, but it is possible to
lift it out whole.
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WHAT HAPPENED?
The acid has reacted with the shell and has “eaten” away at it. The shell is made up of
calcium carbonate and this gets dissolves due to the acid. The inside of the egg should
still be intact because the vinegar doesn’t break down the egg membrane. The egg also
swells up, because some of the liquid seeps inside it via osmosis. You should be able to
see the yellow yolk through the membrane. It really is quite incredible. You could compare
what happens to a raw egg with a boiled egg as well.
THE CHICKEN
Now that we have explored eggs, it is time for some outside exercise. If you are lucky
enough to have your own chickens there are ideas below for ways to exercise them! Next
thing you know you will have Ninja chickens!
Play Safely
It's important to remember that moderation is key. Don't force your chickens to perform all
the time to get their treats. Once a week or twice a week for non-strenuous activities is
good, but you don't want to stress your birds.
Physical Activity
It's not good for chickens to constantly run, jump, and chase stuff. Too much jumping can
negatively affect a hen's laying. Making a heavy bird jump too high too often can also lead
to leg problems. Make sure they're going to have a safe surface to play on. A heavily pitted
area should not be used for jumping or running, and a slick surface can be dangerous as
well.
Being Fair
Squabbling can break out if there is too much competition and some of the chickens don't
ever get treats. Flocks will often compete anyway, but if it crosses the line into overlyaggressive behavior, you will need to make an effort to play with everyone equally or play
with only half the flock at a time so everyone has a chance. Just use common sense and
everyone can have safe and rewarding fun.
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IDEAS FOR CHICKEN
TOYS

Here are some things you can do with what you have at home:
Old CDs cast interesting patterns on the ground when the sun reflects off of them,
and they also move in the wind.
Give them a chunk of sod with the dirt and roots attached. They will dig and scrape
through it looking for little tidbits.
Let your chickens play around in a pile of fallen leaves by hiding bugs and other
yummies in it.
Take so plastic Easter eggs and poke holes in them. Then fill them with seeds and
roll them around. The seeds will fall out as the chickens chase them. You can also
use a sturdy container, such as a plastic tub or coffee can with holes poked in it.
Find a nice large branch with several branches coming off of it.Then stand it up inside
their yard. They'll love to perch on the branches, so make sure it's sturdy.
Put some sand in a box for them to use as a dust bath.

