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GILPIN COUNTY
COVID-19 UPDATE
BY CLAIRE SKEEN
On April 9, 2020 the Gilpin County Sheriff's Office released a
statement confirming the first positive case of COVID-19 in Gilpin
County. You can view the press release
at https://www.gilpincountysheriff.com/covid19
On April 6th, Governor Polis extended the Colorado Stay-At-Home
Order until April 26, 2020. You can read more about the order and
what qualifies as essential activities and businesses on the State's
website at https://covid19.colorado.gov/stay-home-exceptessential-needs
Please remember to continue to wash your hands, wear gloves
and a mask when out in public, practice effective social distancing,
and if you are sick stay home.
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BE BEAR AWARE!
BY CLAIRE SKEEN
Colorado is home to the ever curious black bear. We’re lucky in Gilpin to have these
animals in our ecosystem, but sometimes cohabiting with Black Bears can be difficult.
From mid-March to early November, bears are active in our community. The closer it gets
to November, the more desperate bears are to meet their 20,000 caloric requirement to
get through winter hibernation without needing to eat or drink.
With bears waking up in Gilpin, it’s time to take a moment and make sure your home is
bear-proof. Here’s some tips:
Clean out your car. Don’t leave any food, trash, coolers, air fresheners or anything
with a scent in there.
Be responsible with your trash and bird feeders. Bring your bird and hummingbird
feeders indoors for the night and put back out in the morning. Take your trash over to
the transfer station regularly and don’t leave it out for too long. If you have to leave
trash outside for extended periods, look into buying or building a bear-proof enclosure
and clean it regularly.
Keep your BBQ clean and burn off any leftover food.
Keep all bear-accessible windows and doors locked. This includes garage and vehicle
doors, and windows.
Get the neighborhood involved! Talk with your neighbors and make sure everyone is
doing their part to be bear aware.
Remember that it is illegal to feed bears and don’t put out food for other wildlife that
also attracts bears.If you see a bear near your home, make loud noises and chase it
away.
By bear-proofing your home, you’re helping keep Colorado’s wildlife wild. If a bear gets
too comfortable around people it will become a threat and destroy property. These bears
then have to be destroyed by Colorado Parks and Wildlife. By taking the extra steps,
you’re saving a bear’s life.
Sources- https://cpw.state.co.us/bears and https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/LivingwithWildlifeBears2.aspx
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Want to know more about bears?
Black bears are a species and vary in color. In Colorado, they can be blonde,
cinnamon, or brown. Females weigh an average of 175 lbs and males 275 lbs.
Bears mostly eat grasses, berries, fruits, nuts and plants. They will also eat insects
and carcasses.
Bears are wary and can be skittish when faced with unfamiliar things. If faced with
danger, they’ll usually run away or climb a tree.
Their nose is 100 times more sensitive than a human and can smell food from five
miles away.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has many resources on living with bears that can be found
here: https://cpw.state.co.us/bears
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WILDLIFE IN
GILPIN
BY JENNIFER COOK
Besides bears and other fascinating wildlife, Gilpin is home to mountain lions, moose,
and coyotes. Here's some information about the other residents of Gilpin and how you
can coexist with them.

Mountain Lions
Also known as puma, panther, or cougar, mountain lions are powerful solitary animals.
Adult male lions may be more than 8 feet in length weighing 150 pounds. Adult females
are smaller, up to 7 feet long, weighing an average of 90 pounds.
Mountain lions make their home anywhere there is shelter and prey. They are carnivores,
typically preying on deer and elk, but also domestic animals, porcupines, livestock, small
mammals, even insects. Mountain lions are most active from dusk to dawn.
A mountain lion usually requires about 13 times as much area as a black bear. Because
mountain lions are territorial and require large swaths of habitat to survive, they have low
population densities. It is estimated that only 3,000-4,500 independent mountain lions
live in Colorado.
Recreating in Lion Country
Go in groups, especially runners.
Avoid dusk to dawn running.
Keep children and pets within arm’s reach.
Hike with a stick or bear spray.
If you meet a mountain lion: Look big, keep eye contact, and back away slowly. If it
attacks, fight back and yell loudly.
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Coyotes

Coyotes are a member of the dog family. Adults weigh 25-35 pounds on average.
Coyotes are opportunistic hunters, adjusting their diets depending on what is available.
They prey on small mammals, domestics pets, livestock, domestic fowl, carrion, plants
and fruit.
Coyotes prefer to live in packs, small family units usually made up of four to five coyotes,
an alpha male and female and offspring that have not yet dispersed. Only the alpha pair
in a pack will mate, and subordinates will help raise the young. Coyotes can change
breeding habits, diets, and social dynamics to survive. Because they are so adaptable,
coyotes can thrive in close proximity to people.
Why do Coyotes Howl?
Usually in the evening, you may hear a chorus of howling coyotes. This is how they
communicate. The howls have several functions. One is to call the pack together after a
period of individual hunting. Coyotes also howl to defend their territory. There’s no
reason to be afraid when you hear howling.
Can you estimate how many coyotes you hear? A study done at Texas A&M asked
listeners to estimate how many coyotes they heard when played recordings of howling.
Listeners consistently overestimated the number of coyotes by twofold.
Stay safe and deter coyotes from around your home. Remove attractants such as dog
food, trash, bird feeders.
Supervise your cats and dogs when outside.
If you meet a coyote: Look big and be loud, wave your arms, back away slowly, and
fight back if attacked.
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Moose

Only 20 years ago, it was rare to see a moose in Colorado. After reintroduction of moose
by Colorado Parks and Wildlife, today about 3,000 moose live in Colorado. Adult moose
weigh 800 to 1,200 pounds and bulls can stand up to 6 feet.
Their long legs make it easy to walk through deep snow and traverse waters. They prefer
to live in riparian areas (near rivers, streams, and lakes) with willows, their primary food
source. The word moose comes from Algonquin Indian word meaning “eater of twigs.”
If you meet a moose:
Moose are usually not aggressive toward humans, but can become aggressive if
harassed by people, dogs, or traffic, or in mating season (September through October).
Keep your distance, back away and look for the nearest tree, or obstruction to duck
behind. You can run around a tree (or obstruction) faster than a moose.

Advice From a Moose
THINK BIG.
SPEND TIME IN THE WOODS.
EAT PLENTY OF GREENS.
HOLD YOUR HEAD UP HIGH.
STAY ON TRACK.
KEEP YOUR NOSE CLEAN.
IT'S OK TO BE A LITTLE WILD!
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BY KIRSTEN SPRINGER

KID'S CORNER:TOO
CLOSE FOR COMFORT!
PROJECT WILD K-12 CURRICULUM LESSON GRADE LEVEL K-4

In these days of social distancing for people, we may be better able to understand that
other animal species need space from us as well. In this activity we will investigate
whether sometimes we are just “too close for comfort.”
Sometimes wildlife want to say, “don’t get too close.” A bird watches you approach the
tree branch it is perched on, when you get too close it flies away. We may mean no harm,
but an animal can feel threatened. When an animal feels threatened it may run away,
grind its teeth, coil, hiss, stomp its feet, snarl, or cough. Flight is usually the first reaction,
but if trapped, the animal may start making noises signaling it is preparing to fight. If an
animal starts acting strangely, it is time to back away.
Crowding an animal may keep it from breeding, having young or leaving its young. As we
are learning in the time of COVID 19, crowding is not healthy.
1. Keeping a 6’ distance, have one person be the animal and the other the human, as the
human, act like you might come closer – how does the animal react? How do you feel
differently if this is a stranger? What if you had to get into a crowded elevator? Do your
palms get sweaty, do you try to get away? Are you nervous?
2. Animals in the wild might feel the same way. Why would they be uncomfortable
(protecting food or young?) Are there conditions which would change the comfort zone
distance? How fast can the animal fly or run? What size is the animal? Are they alone
or in a group?
3. Make a list of animals you may encounter in the area around your home, small and
large. Guesstimate what each one’s comfort zone would be.
4. What behaviors would signal to you that the animal is uncomfortable?
5. What might happen if you do crowd this animal?
Other activities: Find a household object and think about how making and using it, even
getting rid of it might affect wildlife. Think of actions that humans take that could harm
individual animals, or affect groups of animals. Identify 5 things that people do to harm
animals and/or habitats (food, shelter, water, space).
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BY KIRSTEN SPRINGER

KID'S CORNER:WILDLIFE IS
EVERYWHERE
AN ACTIVITY FROM PROJECT WILD: GROWING UP
WILD EXPLORING NATURE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN AGES 3-7

Background: Many people think of wildlife as the “big” animals. Yet, wildlife includes any
animal that has not been domesticated (made dependent) by people. All animals need
habitat: shelter, food, water & space. Wild animals find these on their own, people provide
this for domesticated animals. Wildlife includes worms, snails, insects, spiders and other
invertebrates (no backbone) and vertebrates like fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and
mammals. Wildlife is everywhere – in soil, water and the air. Even inside your house.
Wildlife scientists study wildlife to learn how they live and interact with the environment.
Words to Know: wildlife, domesticated, wild, sign, observation, scientist
Materials: magazines, pictures of wildlife (internet, old calendars, etc.), paper, crayons,
pencils or paint, camera
To Prepare: Check your house inside and out for signs of wildlife that children can find and
show child/ren pictures of animals and talk about wild and domesticated.

READY SET GO!
Ask if the child/ren have seen a wild animal
lately. What animal did they see? Where was
it? Was it big or small? List as many as they
come up with.
Ask if they think animals all live outside or do
some live in the house? Go for a search
around the house for a “sign” like cobwebs.
Practice how still and quiet you would sit to
observe or wait for wildlife so you could
watch.
Draw or paint pictures of wildlife, or find some
in a magazine and make a collage
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PLAY
Sneak up game. One person is the wildlife
(I usually am a beaver, let them choose a
prey animal to be). They have to stay in
one spot, sit on a log for example and face
one direction. Other players start back at a
line behind and try to sneak up and tag the
prey. Talk about how you have to move to
be successful.
Get a box and make it into a Jeep, use a
paper plate for the steering wheel, etc.
Take your binoculars, water bottle, toy
camera, compass, safari vests or hats, etc.
with you on your pretend adventure to the
woods or mountains to look for wildlife.
Walk outside quietly and listen for animal
sounds. Stop, close your eyes and raise
one finger when you hear a new sound.
What direction did it come from? How many
different sounds do you hear? Do you hear
better with your eyes closed? Cup your
ears with your hands, do you hear better
with your big deer ears?
Walk outside and smell. Stop, close your
eyes and see how many smells you can
find. Wet the tip of your nose, can you
smell better with your bear nose?
If you have pictures of animals or toy
models sort them in groups with different
characteristics like color, predator or prey,
wild, farm or pet, shape, kind of feet, etc.

ART
Wildlife sculpture with straws, toothpicks, egg
cartons, paper bowls, clay, paper.
Make a collage showing the color of wildlife –
cut out pictures from calendars, magazines, etc.
and paste on one large piece of paper or
cardboard.

WRAP UP
Did all the wildlife look the same? Did they all
live in the same place? What did they eat, how
did they find water?
Make a book of wildlife: drawings, stories and
even photos from parents’ cameras. Make a
story about a tiny animal that lives around your
house. What does it do all day? What does it
eat? Where does it sleep?
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BY KIRSTEN SPRINGER

KID'S CORNER:ETHIREASONING
FROM WILD ABOUT ELK: A PROJECT WILD EDUCATOR
GUIDE SUGGESTED GRADE: 5-12

In this activity you will examine your own values and beliefs about wildlife,
specifically elk. You will read and then discuss with your family the dilemma. There
are many laws about treatment of wildlife including picking up roadkill or taking an
injured animal home to care for it. Contact Colorado Parks and Wildlife if you ever
have a question.You will be able to read each dilemma. Discuss the dilemma. You
can draw cards and have each family member come up with an answer for that
specific dilemma. Write your own dilemma.

DILEMMA #1
You own a piece of property where elk spend most of their winter. It is an ideal spot
to subdivide and build new homes. You could even put in a golf course and park.
Should you:
1. Build the subdivision and not worry about the elk, they will go somewhere else.
2. Sell the land to someone who will not subdivide it.
3. Build the subdivision but plant plants that the elk will eat so they won’t eat the
residents landscaping.
4. Scale down the size of the development and make less profit but this will allow
people and elk to coexist.

DILEMMA #2

DILEMMA #3

You are snowmobiling in elk winter range and
spot a huge 6-point bull elk. You have a camera
with only a short-range lens.
Should you:
1. Take the picture from where you are so you
don’t disturb the elk even though it will just be
a small blob.
2. Ride as close as you can and take a picture
as you go by.
3. Stop the snowmobile and walk up as close as
you can.

You are walking in the woods and find an elk calf
with no sign of its mother being around.
Should you:
1. Leave it where it is
2. Take it to a sheltered area3
3. Take it home

Need more resources to help you think
through these dilemmas? We have
additional background and resources on
our website:
https://gilpin.extension.colostate.edu/ext
ension-connection-newsletter/

